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Today is the Shabbos of PEsach. We read a very strange Torah portion for

the Shabbos of Pesach. It does not seem to have anything to do with Pesach

at all. It says, "Now, if please, I find favor in Your eyes, show me,

please, Your way, and I will know that I will find favor in Your eyes and

see that Your nation is Thy people. And G-d said, 'My presence shall go

with you and I will give you rest'." And Moses said to Him, "If Your presence
go not with me, bring me not up from here."” In other words, we are talking

about G-d's presence. And later on Moshe asked to see G-d and G-d said,

"No, you can stay in the cleft of the rock and you shall see My back but
not My face." In other words, you can see My after effects, but My presence
cannot be seen. Why is it that we read such a Torah portion on the Shabbos
of Pesach? There must be many other important passages in the Torah which
deal directly with freedom and slavery, etc. Why this particular portion?
What's more, why do we read the Haftorah we read about the opening up of
the graves? This is the quotation from Ezekiel, which is actually found
now in Yad Vashem in Yerushalayim, "Thus has said the Lord G-d: ‘'Behold,

I am opening your graves and I will raise you up from your graves, O My
people, and I will bring you into the land of Israel, and you should know
that it is I the Lord when I open up your graves and bring you up from

your graves, O My people, and I will put My spirit in you, and you shall
live and I will place you in your own land, and you shall know that I,

the Lord, have spoken and have done it."

Furthermore, why is it that in the very first seder that the Jewish people
had that we learn that they had matzah and maror. Why would they have
matzah and maror on the first seder? Didn't they eat enough matzah as
slaves? What did they need bitter herbs for? This should be a celebration

of their freedom. Why would they eat matzah and maror on their very first

seder? What's wmore, why is it that when we talk about the exodus every
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single day when we remember the exodus in the first paragraph of the Shma,
that we do it through looking at the ritual fringes, the tzitzis, in order
"that you may remember the day of your going out from Egypt all the days

of your life". We are to look at the tzitzis and remember the exodus from

Egypt. What do the tzitzis have to do with the exodus from Egypt?

It seems to me that all these questions are related. The rabbis tell us

that the tzitzis stand for all the commandments of the Torah, the 615 commandments
of the Torah. Tzadek is 90, Yud is 10, and we have that repeated twice,

so therefore we have 200, and the Tof at the end is 400. It stands for

600. We have 8 threads and 5 knots standing for 13, which stands for the

613 commandments. The rabbis have an argument whether you can have a tzitzis
that is all white or all blue, because these ritual fringes had to contain
within them a blue string. However, since the time of the Romans, we have
not had a blue string in our tzitzis. This blue string came from an animal,
a sea urchin, called Cheelozom, and once that dye was gone, the factories
that made it were destroyed, we no longer had this blue. The rabbis would
not allow us to use an Elan, a blue thread, which looked very similar to

the same blue that was produced by the Cheelozom, but it was temporary,

so, therefore, they said that we should just make them all white. Rabbi
Yehuda was of the opinion that you could not have them all white and had

to have a blue in there. His opinion did not prevail, and the rabbis say
that we can have tzitzis that are all white, like we have today, but we

have to remember that it had a blue one. We always remember that the blue

thread was there.

What did the color of the tzitzis represent? The rabbis say that the white
represents human intellect, clarity of thinking, and the blue represents

G-d's throne. The blue represents the sky, which represents the sea, which
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represents G-d's throne. 1In fact, the astronauts, when they circled the
earth, reported that we are a blue and a white planet, that blue and white
seem to be the colors of the earth. The rabbis tell us that there are

8 threads, and the Rambam said that one of these 8 have to be blue; the
Riaved says two of the 8 have to be blue; and Rashi and Tolsto say that

4 have to be blue and 4 have to be white. What was their argument about?
The argument was really about how much ratiomality there is in the world,
and how much irrationality is in the world. The white stands for man's
rational powers. The blue really stands for the irrational in the world.
It stands for G-d's ruling the world. It stands for the improbable things
that occur in the world. It stands for the surprises in the world. We

do not understand everything in the world. Our understanding is limited,
and we are constantly surprised by things we find in the world. Just recently
we read about two scientists, one in Utah and one in England, who seem

to have found the process of cold fusion, which scientists thought was
impossible. I remember reading the accounts of how when the WRight Brothers
first started to fly everyone said it was impossible. There is all sorts
of improbable occurrances in the world. There are all sorts of things

that are incomprehensible. That is what the blue stands for. The blue
stands for the fact that we have to stand humble before the world. We
cannot become arrogant and feel we know everything, because there are still
many surprises in the world. There are many irrational events which occur
in the world. We cannot predict everything in the world. The blue stands

for G-d's presence in the world which is not always understandable.

The Rambam, who was a rationalist, taught us that mystery was one of the
8 strings, that there is mystery in the world. The blue stands for G-d's
mystery. The Riaved said no, there is more mystery than just one; there

are 2 of these 8 threads. The Tolstos and Rashi, who lived in northern
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Europe who saw the Crusades, who saw the irrationality burst forth in the
people around them, people who they thought were their friends, people
whose economy they had helped build just burst its bounds, and they say,
no, that the irrationality, mystery, takes up 4 of the 8 strings. In this
life it is difficult tc‘know what is rational and right to do and what

is not. The Torah bids us to use our reason, to base our life upon rational
decisions. However, we always have to be aware of the mystery of G-d.

We have to always be humble and not feel that we know everything, not feel
that certain things are impossible. After all, the exodus, itself,w as
impossible. How could a slave people burst forth out of Egypt, a country
in which not even one slave ever escaped and here 600,000 were going to
escape, a country surrounded by deserts and the sea? How could a people
ever escape? But we did. It seemed improbable, but we did. We always

all have to recognize that we need G-d's help.

That is, of course, why we read what we read on the Shabbos of Pesach.to
remind us that we all need G-d's presence. It is not enough just to base
ourselves upon human reason, that we all have to recognize the mystery

of the world, that we should become humble before the events that happen

in the world, always realizing that maybe I could be wrong and adjust accordingly,
and always realizing that we need G-d's help. Pesach teaches us that we
need G-d's help. It does not mean that we should not also act on our reason.
Of course we should act on our reason, it is just that we have to realize
that our reason sometimes is tentative. Take even the Zionist experiment.

It was based on a whole mistake. Hertzel was able to galvanize the entire
Jewish people based on a mistake. Hertzel had a wonderful idea., Turkey

was the sick man of Europe, greatly in debt, so Hertzel approached the

Jews of the world with a wonderful plan. He said, "Let's gather a lot

of money and approach the Sultan and buy Israel from him. He will have
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money to pay off his debts, and we will have ISrael." It seemed a wonderful
idea. He was even able to get some political support from some politicians
in Europe, but, of course, the Sultan was not going to sell Israel. Later
he decided, well, maybe he would buy Uganda, and thank G-d, that plan was
turned down. Hertzel was visionary. He said we would have a state in

50 years and he was right, but his plan was wrong. It was based on a mistake.
Many times even on a prosaic level we start to do things which are perfectly
rational. I call my daughter up and I say, "Quick, buy your ticket because
if you buy two weeks in advance you'll get a cheap rate." She bought her
ticket, and the next day Pan Am came out with a much cheaper rate, a $99
fare, but we acted rationally. If we would have waited longer then we

would have lost the cheap rate. Who can predict things? Who could have
predicted that two months ago oil was going to go up the way it has gone

up? Someone is going to make a lot of money, and that person will be called
a wise person for making the money, but really he was not a wise personm,

because how could he have forseen this?

We all know there is mystery in life. We all know that things are not

always predictable. We have to always take that into account. For example,
in the Haftorah we read how out of the graves Israel is going to be reborn.
People reading that 100 years ago, 1,000 years ago could not understand

it. Today we can understand it. Out of Auschwitz, out of Treblinka was

born Israel. It is a true statement. That is why, too, the tzitzis remind
us of the exodus from Egypt because every time we look at the tzitzis we

see not only reason but also mystery, and we remember how G-d did the improbable.
That is why our ancestors at their first seder ate the matzah and maror,

too, becuase they were always to remember that sometimes out of matzah

and maror, out of the bitterness of certain experiences in life and sometimes

out of the paradoxical hard work and suffering they endured, salvation
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would spring. We Jews in America owe our lives actually to the pogroms

in Russia. If they would not have had pogroms in 1880 we would have still
been living there. Our ancestors would never have come to America, and

we would have all been killed by Hitler. Life is filled with paradoxes.

Life is filled with mystery, and it is hard to understand what life is

all about. What we have to do is to never give up hope, to always feel

that things will turn out all right even though we do not understand the
present conditions that sometimes we are found in. We do not understand

the matzah and the maror. The Jewish people who were going into freedom

had to understand that even in freedom there would be paradoxical situations,
that we all need G-d's help, that we all have to trust in G-d, and that

we have to realize that with G-d's help we can overcome every obstacle.

We should not feel that we are at a deadend, that situations are incurable
and will never change. We do not know what is going to happen in the future.
Some people would look at the situation in Israel today and say it is hopeless,
but we do not know what is going to happen. There is much mystery in life.

Things will work out, but we all have to remember that we need G-d's help.

I am reminded of the story of a man in the clothing business who was talking
to his friend and said, "You know, I just got an order for 10,000 jackets."
The friend said, "10,000 jackets in this market! How is that possible?”

The man replied, "You don't believe me? Look what I just got in the mail

' Of course, life is

this morning. See, here is a cancellation order.'
improbable. We do not know how things are going to turn out, but we must

have faith in G-d. We look at the tzitzis and we say we have to make rational
plans, but we also have to be aware of the mystery in which we live. We

all have to hope and pray to G-d that He will help.us. 1In this way we

assure that He will. Let us hope and pray that the complete redemption

will come soon and in our day. Amen.




